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“Although” — “Yet” 
“He Will Make” 


Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the olive 
shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls: 











Yet I shall rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in 
the God of my salvation. 


The Lord God is my strength, and He will 
make my feet like hinds’ feet, and He will make 
me to walk upon mine high places——Hab.3 :17-19. 


What a_ rock-courage Habakkuk evidences! 
Those old, rugged pioneers for God can stiffen 
our spiritual spines if we shall watch and weigh 
them in action with God. 


Earlier in Chapter 3 the Prophet.has pointed 
out the “mercy” of Jehovah (v.2) and “His 
glory” (v.3) and then His judgments on evil 
(v.v.4-15). When the Prophet hears God’s 
righteous “indignation” (v.12) against “the 
wicked” (v.13), he humbly admits, “I trembled 
in myself” (v. 16). 


However as he feels with his feet he finds that 
“underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deut. 
33:27). Silently his soul triumphs, - “O Lord my 
Rock!” (Ps.28:1). Then joyfully he declares:— 
“I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God 
of my salvation” (v.18). 


On what does the prophet rest his soul-confi- 
dence ?—‘‘He will make’”—‘“He will make’, thus 
repeated; that hope and peace may crystalize into 
quiet assurance. 


What will He make? What will Jehovah do? 
How does He respond to such resolute faith? He 
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will make us to walk safely upon our “high 
places” (v.19). To insure this “He will make 
our feet like hinds’ feet” (v.19)—-Hinds’ feet never 
slip. 


What an undergirding promise for the day and 
hour in which we live! Ours are days of political, 
world-wide, creeping, chaos—of economic inequali- 
ties inflaming the friction among the nations—of 
the clash of minds in the Church of God. There 
is tension, dissension, confusion. What is the an- 
swer? Let God Make! With God’s creative help 
we are to hold resolutely to “those things which 
cannot be shaken” (Heb.12:27). We are to let 
them lead us wherever they will. And we shall 
write in living, flaming letters, “AL THOUGH.” 
(v.17) And in even larger letters, “YET” (v.18). 
Thus with a quiet, confident heart we can walk 
sure-footed as we are held by the unseen, nail- 
pierced hand of Jesus. 


—S§.McPh.G 


What Is Right and What Is 
Wrong With The Southern 
Presbyterian Church 





1. Our church has the best written creed in 
the world today. The clear statement in the best 
English, even if somewhat out-of-date, of the basic 
doctrines of Christianity as taught in the Word of 
God is unsurpassed and should be read and taught 
in our homes, Sunday Schools and churches. 


The real knowledge of what Presbyterianism is 
should certainly be the heart possession of every 
officer and Sunday School teacher of our church. 
“And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall 
make you free,” but how can it, if we do not know 
it? The average church officer is ignorant of his 
church’s standards and is not instructed. 


2. Our church has in principle at least, the best 
church government, representative yet democratic, 
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more truly reflecting the government of the early 
Christian churches than any other church I know. 
Every Christian is a priest of God, witnessing unto 
our Lord, and there is a unity and equality among 
the brethren both laity and clergy that is truly 
scriptural. May we be delivered from tyranny, 
censoriousness and bitterness one toward another 
and may our trained leaders guide us aright! Many 
are ‘loundering with man made precepts. 


3. Our church has been seeking God’s will. The 
Provram of Progress, the Forward with Christ 
movement, and our efforts at evangelism must have 
our Lord’s approval. But if the average member 
and most of the officers are indifferent to these 
movements, how can God bless our church? Even 
our church officers with the help of the ministers 
have each won to Christ only an average of one 
person every three years. 


4. Our church has a wonderful Foreign Mission 
Work, led by consecrated men and women, and 
sending forth missionaries true to the Word. It 
deserves a vastly greater support than it is receiving 
from the membership of our church, which now 
gives only about $2.60 per capita annually or 5 cents 
a Sunday for the evangelization of 40,000,000 
which is our share of the world’s pagan population. 
Our value of a human soul is per capita less than 
the value of a coca-cola which now costs 6 cents. 


5. Our church in its government has provision 
for discipline to be administered by the minister 
and his session for the membership and by the Pres- 
bytery for the ministry. But no discipline admin- 
istered has allowed our church to become cluttered 
with dead timber, some of it rotten, becoming a 
stumbling block to the unbelieving world. For 
the same reason Presbyteries have ministers (thank 
God, only a few) who no longer believe in the 
integrity of the scriptures and sessions that seek 
and permit such blind leaders of the blind. What 
we seem to need is what many a boy at school 
takes to straighten him out. He has to hit his head 
against a stone wall to knock sense into it. Dis- 
cipline, even to dismissal from school, is absolutely 
necessary, or the best of schools would soon become 
hotbeds of disobedience and disaffection. Church 
membership is so easy, confession of sins and re- 
pentance and restitution not required and ont is 
voted in before he knows the process has begun. 
Surely membership in the church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ should seem as important as in a lodge or 
civic club. 


6. This our church has much that is right in 
principle and much that is wrong in practice. We 


tend not to put first things first, the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, but secondary things 
like Union (a big church), buildings and equip- 
ment (ease and comfort for ourselves), social fel- 
lowship (eating and drinking), and fine music 
(paid choirs). Where does prayer and the ministry 
of the Word get a chance, if relegated to second 
place? I love my church and I recognize that I 
am a part of it. I frequently say, 


“If every one were just like me, 
What kind of a church would my church be?” * 


May we not all strive to learn from the Word 
and the Spirit what God wants us to be and to 
do, and not compel Him to bring on us the dis- 
cipline of suffering, through war, or persecution? 


J. P. McC. 





Strange Strategy Versus 
Presbyterian Principles 
Rev. Carl W. McMurray, Ph. D. 


It is a scriptural principle practiced by the 
Southern Presbyterian Church that Christian 
stewardship is based on a voluntary spirit as an 
expression of joyful willingness to serve the Lord 
and His cause, “not by constraint, but willingly.” 
This practice of unfettered stewardship has borne 
a rich harvest in ministerial faithfulness and high 
per capita giving and in the spiritual growth of 
the members. 


Those who rejoice in this principle will be dis- 
mayed to learn that the General Assembly is being 
asked to put ecclesiastical pressure on ministers with 
respect to the benevolent giving of the church mem- 
bers. It is proposed that the Assembly, by edict, 
REQUIRE MINISTERS TO SIGN AN 
AGREEMENT which would jeopardize a min- 
ister’s standing if he failed to influence the local 
Session and church members to give their undivided 
support to every benevolent cause recommended 
by the Presbytery. 


This is strange strategy. It ignores the principle 
that the Session has the right to revise the Pres- 
bytery’s benevolent askings and to adopt the 
benevolent budget of the local church. The Assem- 
bly or the Presbytery has no constitutional author- 
ity to infringe on this right of the Session either 
directly or indirectly. It ignores the principle that 
the Session and not the pastor has the jurisdiction 
over benevolent budgets and in ordering collections 
for special causes. The Session cannot act freely 
according to their best judgment when the elders 
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know that the pastor is under pressure from the 
Presbytery to bring them in line. Shall we limit 
the freedom of the Session by making the pastor 
responsible to the Presbytery for the decisions of 
the Session? It repudiates the Presbyterian principle 
that honors the right of conscience at the individual 
level even if such individual is a minister. To re- 
quire a minister to sign an agreement to support 
every recommended cause amounts to demanding 
that the minister abandon the light of conscience, 
the lamp of the Word of God, and the leading 
of the Holy Spirit. 


If the minister’s ordination vow, “to be zealous 
and faithful in maintaining the truths of the Gospel 
and the purity and peace of the Church’, involves 
an obligation to support and ardently promote 
every benevolent cause without the right of judg- 
ment, then the vow involves a contradiction. How 
can a minister be zealous and faithful in main- 
taining the truths of the Gospel and the purity of 
the Church if he is denied the right of evaluating 
a cause? Shall we use this so-called interpretation 
of ordination vows to discipline ministers who are 
now supporting the Japanese International Chris- 
tian University or some other cause which the As- 
sembly has declined to approve? Or shall we use 
it to discipline ministers who cannot conscientiously 
support the policies of the National Council of 
Churches which the Assembly is supporting in its 
recommended budget? 


Surely, all of us recognize the difficulty in 
solving the problems and differences that confront 
us in our beloved Church in this strange hour, but 
we will not solve them to the glory of God by 
any devious method. We will not solve them by 
coercion or any form of constraint other than the 
constraint of the love of Christ and of devotion 
to the great principles of the Word of God. 


Let us all re-dedicate ourselves to the truths of 
the Word of God as set forth in our church stan- 
dards, and let us rejoice in the great principles 
of Presbyterian procedure and practice. Let us en- 
courage our pastors and people to examine and 
evaluate our ecclesiastical programs and objectives. 
They have a right to do so, and it is a wholesome 
thing. Let us endeavor to make sure that our pro- 
grams are in harmony with God’s Word, and then 
let us pray that God’s cause may have the joyful 
support of His people working together in “the 
fields that are white unto harvest.” If we do this, 
we may expect an increased devotion and faithful- 
ness in the great task; but if we undertake to deal 
drastically with ministers and drive the people, we 
shall offend many and hurt the influence of the 
faithful and God Himself will not be pleased 


with us. 





Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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SCOTLAND 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
By L. Nelson Bell 


The General Assembly of the Church of Scot- 
land met in an atmosphere of new life, enthusiasm 
and expectancy which offers great hope for that 
historic Church, so hampered (in the opinion of 
the writer), by historic political ties and so dead- 
ened by the creeping paralysis of theological lib- 
eralism. 


From the time the retiring Moderator took as 
his text, ““These that have turned the world upside 
down are come hither also,’ it was _ obvious 
that Mr. Graham’s Glasgow meetings and their 
effect on all of Scotland was to be the source of 
a new concept, and it was believed, a new day for 
Presbyterianism in Scotland. 


The Glasgow Evening Citizen reported as fol- 
lows, on May 15th: 


Tribute at Assembly to Graham 


“Ministers Inspired” 


The Church of Scotland General Assembly in 
Edinburgh greeted Billy Graham with a storm 
of applause today when he was asked to speak by 
the Moderator, Rev. Professor G. D. Henderson. 


In his address, Dr. Graham said: “I have been 
listening to your debates this morning and _yester- 
day with great interest and I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you for the encourage- 
ment you have given to the Tell Scotland Move- 
ment in the part that it played in the All-Scotland 
Crusade. 


“We give the glory and the praise to God. The 
secret of any evangelism is prayer, unity and the 
preaching of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


“And we give thanks to God and to you for 
your tolerance, your sympathetic understanding, 
your co-operation and your prayers. God bless you 
and thank you very much.” 


Introducing Dr. Graham, who sat in the Throne 
Gallery of the Assembly Hall, the Moderator said 
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that he was glad of the opportunity to publicly and 
offically shake hands with Dr. Graham in the 
nam: of the Church and to thank him for the chal- 
leng: he had given to them. 


Presenting the Home Board’s report to the As- 
semb y, the convener, Rev. W. A. Smellie, said: 


“T believe that 1955 will be remembered as such 
a year of the outpouring of the grace of God as 
Scotlind has seldom experienced.” 


New Urgency in Ministers’ Work 


M:. Smellie said that when the Assembly last 
vear invited Dr. Graham to take part in the “Tell 
Scotland” campaign, there was no doubt that the 
Assembly was directed by the Holy Spirit. 

“Of course, regarding some of the methods and 
emphasis employed in the All-Scotland Crusade 
there are many who have serious reservations.” 


But equally serious if less publicized reservations 
could surely be occasioned by almost every ministry 


in the Church, added Mr. Smellie. 


They were all aware of the immediate results 
of the campaign in statistical terms. Mr. Smellie 
went on: “But already there are other results not 
susceptible to’ statistical measurement. 


“Not many ministers I dare say were among 
the inquirers at Kelvin Hall. But very many min- 
isters are not ashamed to confess that by the evident 
and total devotedness of Dr. Graham, they have 
heen rebuked and inspired and endowed with that 
assurance which no minister of the Gospel can af- 
ford to be without. 


“They have been informed with a new sense of 
urgency in their work, seized of the necessity to 
present the Gospel as a matter of life or death, 
apprehended by a new awareness that every mo- 
ment is a moment of destiny, and awakened to 
the necessity for change in the pastoral and congre- 
gational pattern.” 


Mr. Smellie said they had learned how deep and 
widespread in the membership of the Church was 
the desire for occasions when they could reaffirm 
their faith and commit themselves to a more deter- 
mined and thorough going obedience. 


He asked: “Is there any minister in the country 
who these past few Sundays has not been conscious 
in the common worship of the Church of a great 
spirit of readniess and expectancy? 


“At the Kelvin Hall a minister said, ‘If all this 
doesn’t mean great triumph for the Cross in Scot- 
land it won’t be Dr. Graham’s fault; it will be 





our fault,’ ” 


So Important . . . So Challenging 


After the presentation of the report, Rev. D. P. 
Thomson, Church of Scotland evangelist, said that 
the paragraph referring to the All-Scotland Crusade 
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did not adequately express the mind of the General 
Assembly or the Church as a whole. 


“T feel that the Assembly will want to express 
more fully what has been done by Dr. Graham. 
He has brought a tremendous challenge to every 
one of us.” 


Never before in the long history of our Church 
had they asked thousands of their lay members to 
undertake services so difficult, so important and 
so immeasurably great and so challenging. 

“T believe the time has come when we have to 
do this great work of personal counselling by the 
laity as well as by the ministry,” said Mr. Thom- 
son. 

The Assembly agreed to Mr. Thomson’s motion 
to give more adequate treatment to the paragraph. 
End of article from 
The Glasgow Evening Citizen 
* 


That which took place in Scotland and in Lon- 
don is but the beginning. Souls have been won to 
Christ and cold Christians, laymen and lay women 
and ministers alike, have been revived. 


There were elements and conditions which con- 
tributed to the marvelous results which should be 
the source of great heart searching here in America. 
God has truly done a marvelous work of grace. 
He has poured out His Holy Spirit in mighty 
blessing. While this is the result of His sovereign 
power it also came because men were willing to 
meet certain conditions. 


At this time we shall mention but one of these 
conditions : 
Humility 

It took humility for the leaders of the Church 
of Scotland to recognize and admit the serious 
need for spiritual awakening. 


It took humility for the evangelist to, night 
by night, (and particularly before a great array 
of theologians), discard a well prepared and logi- 
cally developed sermon and preach the most ele- 
mental message of God’s love, man’s sinfulness, 
and Christ’s redeeming work. 


It took humility for tens of thousands of people 
to get up from their seats and go forward to 
publicly acknowledge their decision to accept 
Christ as the Savior of their souls and the Lord 
of their lives. 


(In the above connection one of London’s lead- 
ing actors who accepted Christ at Wembley told 
the writer: “It was an humbling experience to 
walk across the turf to stand before the platform 
but when I did it I instantly knew God had done 
something inside me’’). 


It took humility for ministers themselves to 
publicly acknowledge their own coldness, indiffer- 
ence or lack of faith. 


But, God honored those men and women who 
were willing to swallow their pride and in true 
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humility acknowledge for all the world to see that 
their greatest need and their only hope rested in 
what Christ had done for them. 


“Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as 
this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven.” 





BRITAIN’S ROYAL FAMILY 
GIVES BILLY GRAHAM A 
PRIVATE HEARING 
By George Burnham 


London — A “gracious” Queen of the people 
and an humble servant of the King of Kings had 
lunch together Sunday after church. Queen Eliza- 
beth and members of Great Britain’s royal family 
were hosts to Dr. and Mrs. William Franklin 
Graham of Black Mountain, N. C., and sometimes 
during the meal the man who is known to millions 
around the world as “Billy” must have pinched 
himself to see if he were the same fellow who 
just a few years ago was milking cows on his 
father’s dairy farm outside of Charlotte. 


The occasion was a fitting climax to an incredible 
week. He had preached to 450,000 in Wembley 
Stadium and had seen 23,810 people walk onto 
the historic turf and take their stand for Christ. 
One of the men who stood there unashamedly in 
the drenching rain was Sir John Hunt, leader of 
the expedition that conquered Mt. Everest. On 
Saturday he preached to 115,000. 


Sunday morning he preached the same “simple 
gospel” to less than 100 in a private chapel at 
Royal Lodge, Windsor Castle. No other American 
evangelist has ever been so honored. 


Seated in the congregation were Queen Eliza- 
beth, the Duke of Edinburgh, the Queen Mother, 
Princess Margaret, servants of the castle and 
special invited guests. The children of the Queen 
and Duke were not present. Dr. Graham spoke 
approximately 25 minutes. There were no news- 
men present. An official announcement from the 
castle after the service stated: 


“The Queen and Duke of Edinburgh today at- 
tended morning service in the private chapel at 
Royal Lodge, Windsor, at which the preacher was 
Dr. Billy Graham, the American evangelist. The 
Queen and Duke drove over from Windsor Castle, 
where they are in residence.” 


Reporters from several London newspapers, 
some of them lukewarm during the week but 
shocked to attention by the royal recognition, were 
waiting at the hotel when Dr. and Mrs. Graham 
returned at 3:30 p.m. “It was.a great privilege 
for me to speak at the service. The Queen was 
very charming and gracious.” He confirmed the 


luncheon, told the length of his sermon, but re- 
fused to say when he had received the Queen’s 
invitation. 
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In a previous article from Glasgow, Scot!and, 
I quoted an unidentified British statesman that 
Queen Elizabeth watched the evangelist on his 
Good Friday telecast from Kelvin Hall, along 
with 30,000,000 other viewers and listeners. The 
fact that the Queen did see the program was 
later confirmed and it is believed the invitation 
was presented shortly afterwards. 


It is also believed that Princess Margaret at- 
tended services at Wembley incognito to escape 
recognition. She often wraps a scarf around her 
head and wipes away cosmetics, wandering un- 
noticed in crowds. 


Dr. Graham told reporters that he used Acts 
27:25 as the text for his sermon Sunday. He 
declined to elaborate. Shortly before he left the 
United States for the. campaigns abroad he spoke 
to President and Mrs. Eisenhower in the Na- 
tional Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C. 
The text on that occasion was the same—Acts 
27:25, which says, “Wherefore, sirs, be of good 
cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even 
as it was told me.” 


The following are statements made during the 
sermon before President Eisenhower. I\]lustrations 
and sequence may vary, but in essence the sermon 
is probably the same as the one delivered before 


Queen Elizabeth. He said: 


The Apostle Paul was going from one 
city to another preaching one message—Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. He was on a ship when 
a storm arose. The ship was being tossed about 
by the wind and waves. The men were frightened. 
Paul went to his room and prayed. When he 
came out his face glowed with a look of peace 
and assurance as he made this statement: ‘Be of 
good cheer, I believe God.’ 


“There are many storms in the world today. 
There are storms of atheism, materialism, inter- 
nationalism. Homes are broken. Juvenile delin- 
quency is rampant. Crimes are on the increase. 
There are other storms in the personal life of 
people—storms of discouragements, bereavements, 
confusions, frustrations. But Paul said, ‘Have faith, 
be of good cheer.’ 


“Faith is probably the most important word in 
the New Testament. It is mentioned 92 times in 
the Book of John. It is so important that God 
said unless you have the right kind of faith you 
can’t get to Heaven. Faith is taking God at his 
word...” 
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COLONIAL HEIGHTS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Pitser M. Lyons III, Pastor 
Kingsport, Tenn., May 19, 1955. 


To the Editors 

Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Ch:istian Observer 
Presbyterian Outlook 


Gertlemen: 


' 


| have personally written the author of three 
leaflets which were widely distributed this past 
week across the Church. I advised him that I in- 
tended answering in part these leaflets through the 
“letters to the editor” columns of our three inde- 
pendent weeklies. 


‘There are several fallacies in Mr. Hastings’ 
analysis of the vote on union, not the least of 
which is his idea that we should let the matter rest, 
which he apparently is not willing to do. His 
leaflets are the first I’ve gotten since the Presby- 
teries voted against union. 


But the greatest weakness is his suggestion that 
those of us who were in favor of union and who 
continue to “agitate” for union are therefore dis- 
loyal to the Church. Disloyalty, it seems to me, 
would be shown by some overt action to divide the 
church by actually suggesting a splitting off or 
leaving the Church, about which I have heard 
nothing from the pro-union side. Nor would I 
be interested in such an idea. By the same token, 
however, leaders of the “Continuing Church” 
group told me in so many words that they would 
not go along with the merger if union were voted, 
even if it were done according to our constitutional 
procedures. How can these same people then hurl 
the charge of disloyalty at those of us who are 
simply interested in continuing within the church 
and its constitutional safeguards a matter which 
we feel must ultimately be brought about since 
it seems to us to be in the best interests of the 


Church and the Kingdom ? 


The last question in Mr. Hastings’ leaflet 
“Analysis of the Vote on Union” is most interest- 
ing. He asks: “Are we going to have peace in our 
church on the issue or will there be more division, 
bitterness, and strife as in the past?’ Mr. Hast- 
ings and his group, of course, knows the answer. 
They know that those of us who are committed 
to work and pray for union are not going to stop. 
We are going to behave as Christian gentlemen, 
but we are going to further our convictions within 
the Church, until truth prevails and the Church 
comes to realize the value of a nationally united 
Presbyterian family. Meanwhile, we have no cause 
to think that Mr, Hastings and his group will 
chanze their tactics. 
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One other point should be made. In the mid- 
winter meeting of Holston Presbytery which voted 
on union, some Presbyters observed they would 
be glad when this issue was settled and we could 
get “back to the work of the Lord,” but I observed 
a couple of weeks later at an adjourned meeting 
called to “do the work of the Lord” that had to 
be postponed while we decided the issue on union 
that many of these faithful Presbyters who were 
“Johnny on the spot” to vote on union so we 
could get on with the work of the Lord, weren’t 
present when we were ready to get on with His 
work. 


I don’t make the division as some do. I feel 
that I am doing the work of the Lord as I help 
us move ultimately toward the oneness which I am 
convinced our Lord intended in His Church. 


And while union was not accomplished under 
this Plan, many of us—perhaps even a majority 
of the membership, will continue to work and pray 
and even “agitate” for union in a day out yonder 
in the future. But we'll do it within the church, 
and we'll never rend the Church, or set up a 
splinter group apart from the Church. Rather with 
love and concern for the Church, even those of 
our brethren who disagree with us, we will try to 
educate and lead the Church to that condition of 
oneness for which our Lord prayed. 


Sincerely, 
Pitser M. Lyons III 


*Names of leaders of Continuing Church who 
made this statement available on request. 


HELPS TO UNDERSTANDING 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 
IN DAY BY DAY 


Clinton C. Baker 
Sunday, June 12, Matthew 7 :24-27. 


Is the Christian exempt from the storms of life 
(vv.24-25) ? What foundation can he have that 
will enable him to stand (v.24)? Notice that Jesus 
makes a distinction between hearing His words 
and doing them (vv.24-26). If you find that you 
are defeated by the sorrows and strains of life, 
what is the probable cause (vv.26-27)? The “say- 
ings” of vv. 24 and 26 refer to the entire Sermon on 
the Mount. Notice that if a person refuses to obey 
Christ’s sayings, it is He that suffers (v.27), 
while obedience to Christ’s words enables us to 
face all of life triumphant (v.24). Is there any 
commandment I refuse to obey because it does not 
seem to me that it would add to the happiness or 
security of my life? Do I believe the teaching of 
this parable? 

Monday, June 13, Luke 15:25-32. 


The parable of the prodigal son does not end 
with the return of the son (vv.11-24). Why do 
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you think Jesus added the part about the elder 
brother (vv.25-32)? What was Jesus trying to 
say through this parable (vv.1-2)? Who did the 
elder brother represent (cf. vv.1-2 with 28,30)? 
How would you react if the outcast of society, 
men and women deep in sin, began to come to 
your church? How would God have you feel 
(vv.20-24) ? Why do you think the father in the 
parable acted as he did (v.20)? How great is 
your love for the lost? How eager your efforts to 
“bring them home”? How much of the narrow su- 
periority and blind self-interest of the elder brother 
is there in your life (vv,25-30) ? 


' Tuesday, June 14, Matthew 20:1-16. 


The laborers who began to work early in the 
morning agreed to work for a certain wage (v.2). 
What wage was promised those who started to 
work later in the day (vv.4,5,7,) ? Was the house- 
holder just in the wages he gave at the close of 
the day (vv.8-14) ? What truths concerning labor 
in the Lord’s vineyard is Christ trying to teach 
(19:30 ;20:15,16) ? Christ has just promised His 
followers rich reward (19:28-29). But now He 
is trying to teach that if they follow Him for 
what they will get, they will receive little, but 
that if they do their work simply for Him without 
thought of reward or prestige, their wages will 
be great. What is behind your service to Christ? 
Are you willing to let the benefit that will revert 
back to you rest completely in His hands? 


W ednesday, June 15, Luke 14:12-24. 


Jesus is dining at the home of a Pharisee 
(vv.1,7,12). Are the words of vv.12-14 meant to 
condemn hospitality to friends and neighbors, or 
is Jesus hitting at the motives of the Pharisees who 
invited certain guests because they knew that these 
guests would return their invitation? What motives 
ought to be behind our hospitality (vv.12-14)? 
What are your motives? Everyone is quick to 
agree in words with the statement of v.15, but how 
does the average person act when he is faced with 
a decision concerning his entering the Kingdom 
(vv.16-20) ? How have you responded to God’s 
invitation? How does He respond to those who 
refuse His goodness (vv.21-24) ? 


Thursday, June 16, Luke 16:19-31. 


After reading through this story, compare its 
truth with vv.14-15. Was the rich man condemned 
because he was rich, or because of the covetousness 
of his heart (v.15), the primary importance he 
gave to his material possessions (v.13)? Are 
you basing your hope of heaven upon outward 
respectability (v.15)? How will the attitudes and 
motives of your heart influence your eternal des- 
tiny? Did Jesus believe in Hell (vv.23-28)? Do 
you think the language used is figurative or literal ? 
How real does*Jesus say the torment of Hell is 
(vv.23,24,28) ? What does v.26 indicate of the 
possibility of a second chance? How does a belief 
in Hell move you to live for Christ? to share Him 
with. others? 
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Friday, June 17, Matthew 25:14-23. 


Jesus is talking about the coming of the King- 


dom and the Day of the Lord (24:44;25:13-31). 


- What truth is this parable emphasizing (v.13)? 


What does it teach us as to how we should pre- 
pare for His coming? Does Christ require us to 
do anything beyond our ability (v.15b)? Observe 
that the five and two talent men received the same 
reward (vv.21,23)? How much did each produce 
in relation to what he had (vv.20,22)? Of what 
encouragement can this be to me, if I feel I only 
have two talents worth of ability? How am [| 
using the talents Christ has given me? 


Saturday, June 18, Matthew 25:24-29. 


In reading through the parable as a whole, try 
to figure out some of the basic differences between 
the one talent man and the other two. Does a 
fearfulness of making mistakes and wondering 
what others will think prevent me from using my 
talent for Christ (v.25)? What all is wrapped 
up in the sin of slothfulness (v. 26) ? How has this 
sin weakened my service to Christ? If the one 
talent man had made one more talent would he 
have received the same reward as the others? Christ 
may just ask us to be faithful over a little, but 
notice the tremendous difference our faithfulness 
or unfaithfulness can make (cf.vv.21-23 with 
29-30). If Christ should come tonight, how would 
He feel about how I am using the talents He has 
given me? 





ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament 
for Fishers of Men) 


Lesson No. 110 
PLACES TO FISH 


Fin fishing is growing more and more popular. 
Attractive magazines devoted to the art of fishing 
are continually springing up and circulating all 
over. Fishing tackle manufacturers do nation-wide 
advertising. Training schools are set up to teach 
people how to fish. A large part of the population 
has grown to be “angle-minded” and the sport 
is advancing by leaps and bounds. One result is 
that most good inland fishing waters are crowded 
with fishermen—and even the women are taking 
to the sport in ever increasing numbers. A recent 
picture in a Denver (Col.) daily shows a small 
lake (about 12 acres) on the occasion, May 15th, 
of the opening day for the trout fishing season. By 
actual count the picture shows 85 people fishing 
from the shore—almost shoulder to shoulder in 
some places—and 35 people fishing from _ boats 
on the lake. No one seemed to be in the act of 
landing a fish. Maybe the trout were looking 
over the offerings before deciding what worm oF 
fly to take. But the scene is a symptom of the 
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popularity of fishing for fin-fish. The one draw- 
back is scarcity of places to fish. The following 
is copied from The Testament For Fishers Of 
Mev, under the title of 
The Place to Fish 

“Sometimes fish are scarce and sometimes plenti- 
ful, varying with the seasons and other conditions. 
But everywhere there are souls to be won—and 
at ail times. 


Tiere is no closed season for souls. 


“he most conservative estimates show that at 
least 65% of the world’s population is non-Chris- 
tian. Strange to say, that proportion obtains even 
in some so-called Christian lands, and, with rare 
exceptions, in all thickly populated communities. 
Thick of your own community. Unless it is unique 
there are as many non-Christians as there are Chris- 
tians in it. Most of them are simply indifferent. 
They have heard preaching, but they have never 
been seriously approached by individuals on the 
subject of their soul’s salvation. Of all Christian 
work, individual personal work is perhaps most 
neglected; yet, of all work it is the most vital to 
the extension of God’s Kingdom. 


“Places of fishing for souls are all about us; 
men and women and young people, working beside 
us in store, office, factory, field or on the road; 
living with us in our homes and in our neighbor- 
hood. Some are little children, quite competent to 
understand (simply stated) the need and plan of 
salvation through Christ. If we are ‘fishers of 
men’ we will be continually on the lookout for 
those whom we can win to Jesus; and, being on 
the lookout, we cannot fail to find some at almost 
every turn, 


“As soon as we seriously interest ourselves in 
this fishing we will find our hands gloriously full 
of the King’s Business. Every place will be a fish- 
ing place, and at all places there will be fish for 
catching. 


““‘Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters’— 


Isaiah 32:20. 


““In the morning sow thy seed, and in the eve- 
ning withhold not thine hand; for thou knowest 
not whether shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be alike good.’ ”—Ecc.11 :6. 





A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 
By MATTHEW HENRY 


Now again available after being out of print. 
New biographical edition. A monumental 
work that has been for nearly two centuries 
without an equal and is to Bible teachers 
and to preachers what Shakespeare is to 
secular literature. Complete in every detail. 
Now in six-volume set, boxed, $24.50. Post- 


paid. 
ORDER FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 


_— 
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ANNUITIES HELP SOLVE YOUR 
INCOME TAX PROBLEMS 


On your gift to Missions 
a better income for you 


While the main purpose of annuity gifts to our 
Board is to help in the work of the church, the 
government, in the 1954 income tax law, has 
offered additional tax relief which makes an- 
nuity gifts even more attractive from the stand- 
point of income to the givers. 


In most cases, the taxable portion of the in- 
come from such annuities is, under the new 
law, only about half as much as previously. 


In addition to the relief on income, a substan- 
tial part of the original annuity gift is also 
deductible as a contribution in the year in 
which the gift is made. 


These are only two of the ways in which such 
a gift to the cause of Foreign Missions can also 
prove financially advantageous to the giver. 
Other advantages include a worthwhile, non- 
fluctuating income, and safety of both income 
and principal. 


We will be glad to supply full details about our 
50-year-old annuity gift plan on request. 


Boarp or Wor.p Missions 
Pressyterian Cuuren in THe Unsreo States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 

” To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR JUNE 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Fostah Keeps The Passover 


Background Scripture: II Chronicles 35; II Kings 23. 


Devotional Reading: Ps. 122. 


Turning to our Bibles and our Bible Dictionary, let us refresh our minds a bit concerning the Feasts of 
the Old Testament. They are often mentioned, and commemorated some important or joyful event, 
There were three required by the Mosaic Law: (1) The Passover, on the fourteenth day of the first 
month, followed the next day by the feast of unleavened bread. (2) The Feast of Weeks, later called 
Pentecost, fifty days after the Passover. (3) The Feast of Tabernacles, on the fifteenth day of the 


seventh month, and lasting seven days. This was 
to remind them of the days spent in the wilder- 
ness, when they did not have houses to dwell in. 
All adult males were required to attend these feasts. 
Two other feasts were added later: The Feast of 
Purim, celebrating the deliverance of the Jews from 
their enemies, during the time of Esther, and the 
Feast of Dedication, instituted by Judas Mac- 
cabaeus. 


The Feast of the Passover was in some ways 
the most significant of them all. As we know, 
it was instituted under very solemn circumstances, 
after the great battle in Egypt between Jehovah 
and Pharoah and the false gods of that land. The 
last, and most terrible, of the Ten Plagues, was 
the smiting of all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, and the “passing over” of all the houses 
of the Israelites where the blood of the Passover 
lamb was found on the lintels and door-posts. It 
gets its name from this. Israel was “redeemed by 
blood” from the awful slavery of Egypt, and this 
has always been an illustration, a type, of our 
redemption by the precious blood of Christ, the 
Lamb of God, Who taketh away the sin of the 
world. 


All of these feasts were neglected in times of 
religious decline and apostasy. One of the signs 
of a revival was the keeping of some feast. In 
the revival under Nehemiah and Ezra, later on, 
they kept the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths) 
with great joy. The Feast of the Passover had 
been observed during the reign of Hezekiah, (see 
II Chron. 30) but had been neglected, of course, 
during the two following reigns. It was natural 
for the good king Josiah to keep the Feast. It was 
a sort of climax to his vigorous and wholehearted 
reform. 


It might be well to stop long enough to say 
a word about Feasts in general. Part of the sig- 
nificance of the Feasts is in their typical meaning, 
especially in the case of the Feast of the Passover, 
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and in the great Day of Atonement, which was 
a part of the Feast of Tabernacles, and occurred on 
the tenth day of the seventh month. (The time 
from the first day to the fifteenth day was set 
apart for “holy convocation”), one on the first day, 
one on the tenth, and one on the fifteenth: (see 
Numbers 29 and Leviticus 16). This whole time 
is full of most important typical ceremonies: the 
sending of the scapegoat into the wilderness; the 
entrance of the high priest into the Holy of Holies; 
the atonement of blood for the sins of all the peo- 
ple, national and ‘individual, including the sins 
of the leaders, both civil and religious. It is rightly 
called “The Great Day of Atonement.” To see 
the glorious fulfillment of all this in Christ, see 
Hebrews, chapters nine and ten. 


The Feast of the Passover as we have seen, is full 
of typical import. It was during the Feast of the 
Passover that Christ was crucified. Paul says that 
Christ, our Passover, is sacrificed for us. It was 
while He and the disciples were keeping this feast 
that our Savior instituted the Lord’s Supper, which 
is our one great Feast as Christians. It is in mem- 
ory of Him, and sets forth in a simple and beautiful 
way His atoning death for us on the cross. It is 
. be observed until He comes the second time in 
glory. 


In all these Feasts there is also the idea of Fel- 
lowship. It is Fellowship following Atonement. 
This is largely true also of the different offerings 
which were a part of the ritual of worship. We 
cannot have fellowship with God, or for that mat- 
ter, with other Christians, until sin has been re- 
moved and forgiven. When there is “nothing be- 
tween” us and our Lord, or between us and our 
brethren, then we can enjoy a beautiful and blessed 
fellowship. The Jews feasted together, and “before 
the Lord,” but the feasting came after the blood 
was applied. To eat and drink together has always 
been a sign of friendship. John often speaks of 
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“Fellowship.” In I John 1:3 and 7 we read: “And 
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ” and “But if we walk in 
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
on: with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
His Son cleanseth us from all sin.” In His letter 
to the Church at Laodicea, Jesus says, “Behold 
| stand at the door and knock: if any man hear 
my voice and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and sup with him, and he with Me.” Jesus 
uses this figure again when He speaks of the “Mar- 
riace Feast.” The prophet Isaiah cries, “Ho, every- 
one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; yea come 
bu: wine and milk without money and without 
price.” The Kingdom of Heaven means Feasting 
as well as Fasting. 


ur Devotional Reading, Psalm 122, describes 
the joy of one who loves God’s House, and loves 
to worship there, and prays for the peace of Jerusa- 
lem. Our times of worship should be the happiest 
moments of our lives, when we come to His House 
and have blessed fellowship with Him and with 
our fellow-worshippers, and feast our souls on the 
banquet spread before us. May this be true of each 
of us. 


Our lesson naturally divides itself into two parts: 
(1) The Keeping of the Passover, verses 1-19, and 
(2) The One Mistake of Josiah, and his sad 
death, verses 20-27. 


l. The Passover Kept by Josiah: 1-19. 


This forms a fitting climax to all his good deeds. 
He had sought the Lord; had purged the land of 
all signs of idolatry; had repaired the House of 
the Lord; had. found the Book of the Law, and 
reading it, had turned with grief and hatred from 
the sins condemned in the Book. Now, all was 
ready for the keeping of the Great Feast. There 
are several things of special interest in the way 
he kept it. 


|. The example and encouragement of the king. 
He is the leader. Would it not be a wonderful 
thing if all our political leaders encouraged our 
spiritual leaders in the work of the Lord? This 
has been very true at times. In our country at 
the present time we have much to be thankful 
for in this respect. The example of our President 
in attending church, and in opening his Cabinet 
meetings with prayer; the Prayer-Room for our 
Congressional leaders; all these are good, and we 
should thank God that we are not discouraged 
or persecuted, as Christians are in some lands. It 
is a great blessing when a king, or president, or 
governor, takes a leading part in religious reforms. 
We who preach ought to see in this a wonderful 
opportunity to do our best. 


2. “And the princes gave willingly.” Not only 
the king, but the princes also, set a good example, 
and encouraged the priests, and gave to the sup- 


port of the work. In other words, the Laymen were 
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behind the religious leaders. This is one of the most 
encouraging signs of the times today. There seems 
to be an awakening among the Lay leaders of the 
Church. Such laymen are “princes” in the sight 
of God. 


3. “The priests stood in their places, and the 
Levites in their courses. These groups were the 
appointed religious leaders, and they were pre- 
pared and ready. Is it not true sometimes that 
the religious leaders lag behind the laymen, and 
seem loath to be enthusiastic for the work of the 
Lord? Sometimes sad to say, those who ought to 
be out in front are found in the rear. This was not 
true of these men. They were ready and eager 
to do their part, and there were certain parts which 
they alone could perform. God has His work for 
the ordained minister and woe be to that leader 
who is not ready and willing. 


4. “And the singers were in their place.” What 
a large and important place music has in religious 
worship! Take our Revivals today. The part of 
the Song Leader and the Choir is very important. 
Ever since the days of Moody and Sankey this 
has been recognized. It is true of the Billy Graham 
Crusade. A revival, like a Feast, is a time of re- 
joicing and singing. 


5. We are not surprised to read these words: 
“And there was no passover like to that kept in 
Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet, neither 
did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as 
Josiah kept.” It was no mere form; it was the 
expression of a national faith and love. 


Il. Josiah’s One Sad Mistake: 20-27. 


Josiah, for some unexplained reason, went 
against Necho, king of Egypt when he went up 
to fight against Carchemish. He was warned to 
keep out of this war, and the warning seems to 
have come from God. He “heeded not unto the 
words of Necho from the mouth of God, and came 
to fight in the valley of Megiddo. The result was 
his tragic death as he was wounded in the battle 
and died shortly afterwards. He was deeply 
mourned by his people and especially by the 
prophet Jeremiah, who saw in his death, no doubt, 
the last hope of Israel. 


In spite of this mistake, Josiah stands as one 
of the greatest and best of all the kings of Judah. 
Listen to this eulogy in II Kings 23:25: “And 
like unto him there was no king before him, that 
turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with 
all his soul, and with all his might, according to 
the Law of Moses: neither after him rose any 
like him.” These are indeed high words of praise! 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JNE 19 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What Is The Bible 2 


Hymn: “How Precious Is The Book Divine” 
Prayer 

Scripture: II Timothy 3:14-17. 

Hymn: “Lord, Thy Word Abideth” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Break Thou The Bread Of Life” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

(Have a supply of Bibles for the young people, 
or still better, ask them to bring their own. A 
number of references are mentioned in the discus- 
sion printed below. Give these references to differ- 
ent young people before the program, and have 
them be ready to read them when they are called 


for.) 
What is the Bible? It is a book, of course, and 


a very unusual book at that. It was written by 
about forty human authors over a period of ap- 
proximately fifteen hundred years. These facts in 
themselves make it an unusual book, but they do 
not fully account for its greatness and its popularity. 
The Bible is a continual best-seller. The whole 
Bible or portions of it are available in about 1050 
different languages and dialects. It is certainly 
an interesting book, but its appeal is deeper than 
that of a popular novel . . . it is a book to live by, 
and many have been willing to die for it. Aside 
from these evidences, what is there about the nature 
of the Bible to make it so important to men? 


First SPEAKER: 

The Bible is the Word of God. That fact above 
all else accounts for its greatness and its popularity. 
Surely all of us believe the Bible to be the Word 
of God, but how do we know that it is? What 
are our reasons for this belief? First, we have the 
claims of the Bible itself. In many places the words 
of the Bible are said to be the words of God. 
(Have the following references read: Deut. 29:1, 
Isaiah 8:5, Jonah 1:1, Haggai 1:1) There are 
about 2000 such expressions in the Bible. Then 
there are some very clear passages which explain 
the divine origin of Scripture. (Have someone 
read II Tim. 3:16,17 and II Pet. 1:19-21.) While 
the Bible has many human authors, it has only 
one basic Author, and He is God the Holy Spirit. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

The attitude of Jesus toward the Bible is very 
revealing. In not one single instance did He differ 
with the teachings of the Scriptures or express any 
doubt about their accuracy or dependability. He 
made at least fifty-five separate references to the 
Old Testament, which was the Bible of that time. 
He referred both to teachings and to historical 
facts, and He accepted them all as being perfectly 
true. In His own teachings He made some very 


PAGE 12 


definite statements regarding the eternal character 
and trustworthiness of the Bible. (Ask someone 
to read these references: Matt. 5:17-18, John 10:35, 
Luke 16:17.) If the Son of God could accept the 


authority of the Bible, surely we must do likewice, 


THIRD SPEAKER: 

Another unusual thing which we notice about 
the Bible is that it has from beginning to end one 
central theme. This is all the more remarkable in 
view of its many human authors, but we have 
already seen that the basic author is God. The 
single theme of the Bible confirms our belief in 
its ultimate divine authorship. 


What is this central theme? It is SALVATION 
THROUGH CHRIST. It is true that Christ 
is not mentioned by name in the Old Testament, 
but He is clearly foreshadowed and foretold. So 
clear is the picture of the coming deliverance that 
those who believed were saved. (Gen. 15:6.) One 
of the most beautiful and most moving Old Testa- 
ment descriptions of the Saviour is found in the 
prophecy of Isaiah. (Read 53:5,6,12) In the New 
Testament we have the actual account of the life, 
death, and resurrection of Christ, and a full ex- 
planation of the salvation which He provides. 


(Read II Cor. 5:18-21.) 


FouRTH SPEAKER: 

One matter that troubles many young people 
is the supposed conflict between the Bible and 
science. Above all we should remember that the 
Bible is God’s Word, and IT IS TRUE. We 
are always safe in putting our trust in the Bible 
and its teachings. We are not to refuse to look into 
the findings of science, but we should remember 
that the theories of science change from generation 
to generation. We cannot expect the Bible to con- 
form to all these changes. Good scientists are frank 
to admit that there is much they do not know and 
that their ideas of what is true may change from 
time to time. The Bible comes to us from the God 
of truth, and it does not change. You may be sure 
that when science IS true, and when our under- 
standing of both the Bible and science is correct, 
there will be no conflict. 





OPENING DOORS - - - - - - $1.50 
My Life’s Story 
By Richard Gustavus McLees, D.D. 


Order From 
THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville, North Carolina 
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Church News 


COLUMBIA THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY COMMENCEMENT 


Degrees or certificates were awarded to forty- 
three graduates of Columbia Theological Semin- 
ar) at commencement exercises held in the Druid 
H:'ls Presbyterian Church of Atlanta on Monday 
morning, May 16. The graduation address was 
de\:vered by President Goodrich C. White of 
Emory University who spoke on “The Minister 
As A Man of Thought.” A feature of particular 
interest in connection with the service was the an- 
noincement that Fellowships for graduate study 
ha! been awarded by the faculty to four members 
of the senior class and to two alumni of the sem- 
inary. Fannie J. Bryan Fellowships were awarded 
to Mr. Benjamin Charles Milner, Jr., of Atlanta, 
Georgia, of the graduating class, and to Mr. Wil- 
liam C. Robinson, Jr., of Bristol, Tennessee, an 
alumnus in the class of 1949. Alumni Fellowships 
were awarded to Mr. Leighton F. S. Ford, of 
Chatham, Ontario; Mr. Clive Franklin Jacks, Jr., 
of Decatur, Georgia; and Mr. Robert Isaac Doom, 
of Huntsville, Arkansas, all members of the senior 
class, and to Mr. Laurence B. Robinson of Laurens, 
South Carolina, who graduated from the seminary 
in 1951. The Wilds Book Prize, given for the 
highest academic average made by a member of 
the senior class for his three year course, was 


presented to Mr. Leighton F. S. Ford. 
Dr. P. D. Miller, Chairman of the Board of 


Directors, presented the following degrees and cer- 
tificates to members of the graduating class: 





Bachelor of Divinity — Charles Lanier Barnett, 
Birmingham, Ala.; Robert Gray Barron, Union, 
S$. C.; Malcolm McLeod Bullock, Fairmont, N. C.; 
William Ramsey Childress, Willis, Va.; Grady 
Elior Dixon, North Belmont, N. C.; Robert Isaac 
Doom, Huntsville, Ark.; Dan Alexander Dun- 
away, Jackson, Miss.; Benjamin Lee Eller, Jr., 
Greer, §. C.; Leighton Frederick Sandys Ford, 
Chatham, Ontario; Harry Richard Harp, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Clive Franklin Jacks, Jr., Decatur, Ga.; 
William Franklin Lee, Warrington, Fla.; Hershey 
James Longenecker, Micaville, N. C.; John Wil- 
liam McNeill, Cairo, Ga.; William Harrison 
Marquis, Charleston, W. Va.; Herbert Sidney 
Maxwell, Clinton, §. C.; Ernest Herbert Mellor, 
Jr, El Dorado, Ark.; Benjamin Charles Milner, 
Jr., Atlanta, Ga.; James Lawrence Moss, Kings 
Mountain, N. C.; James DuPre Newsome, wn, 
Jackson, Miss.; Homer Lidelle Phillips, Morrow, 
Ga. ; Henry Lide Reaves, Jr., Sumter, §. C.; Wil- 
liam Harrison Reed, Miami, Fla.; John Young 
Robison, Birmingham, Ala.; Charles Murray 
Roper, Atlanta, Ga.; Millard Martin Stephens, 
Birmingham, Ala.; Richard Burnett Stewart, East 
Point, Ga.; Calvin Coolidge Thielman, Paris, 
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Texas; James Samuel Ross Tippens, Nashville, 
Tenn.; Joseph Coffin Whitner, Atlanta, Ga. 


Certificates — William Allen Bodiford, Pensa- 
cola, Fla.; Leroy Parks Gwaltney, III, Charlotte, 
N. C.; Joseph Sherwood Harvard, Perry, Ga.; 
Robert Murray Marvin, Greenville, $. C.; George 
William Powell, Mt. Olive, N. C.; Emmett Gor- 
don Sheppard, Tallahassee, Fla.; Frank Edward 
Smith, Miami, Fla.; Julian Stennis, DeKalb, Miss. 


Diploma — Charles Crawford Alexander, Ath- 


ens, Ga. 


Master of Theology — Nam Chin Cha, Soon- 
chun, Korea; Ralph Lightsey, Bristol, Ga.; Spen- 
cer Castles Murray, Amory, Miss. 


Master of Arts in Biblical Education — Agnes 
Ida Godert, Panama City, Fla. 


Dean Felix B. Gear announced for the faculty 
that Messrs. Robert I. Doom, Leighton F. S. 
Ford, Clive Franklin Jacks, Jr., and Benjamin 
C. Milner, Jr., had been awarded their degrees 
with the distinction magna cum laude. He also 
announced that the following men had graduated 
with the distinction cum laude: William Ramsey 
Childress, Dan Alexander Dunaway, William 
Franklin Lee, Herbert Sidney Maxwell, James 
DuPre Newsome, Jr., Millard Martin Stephens. 


The baccalaureate service was held in the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church of Atlanta on Sunday 
morning, May 15, at which time Rev. Massey M. 
Heltzel, Pastor of the Reid Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Augusta, preached on “The Things 
Concerning Christ.” At the annual service of the 
Student Society of Missionary Inquiry held in the 
Decatur Presbyterian Church that evening, Dr. 
R. P. Richardson, formerly a missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., in China, and now 
Vice President of Southwestern in Memphis, spoke 


on “The Church and Red Deal in China.” 





U.T.S. COMMENCEMENT 


Union Theological Seminary graduated fifty- 
four members of the Senior Class at the Commence- 
ment exercises today, Tuesday, May 24, at 11:30 
A. M. in Schauffler Hall. In addition to the 
graduating seniors, eight ministers received the 
Master of Theology Degree, and five ministers 
received the Doctor of Theology Degree. 


The speaker for the Commencement exercises was 
the Reverend Benjamin Lacy Rose, D.D., a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees of the Seminary and 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina. Dr. Rose spoke on the sub- 
ject “The Maintenance of Power in the Pulpit.” 


President Ben R. Lacy, Jr., announced the 
awards to the following students: The E. T. 
George Award for improvement in the speaking 
voice was granted to George H. V. Hunter, a 
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member of the Senior Class from Charlotte, North 
Carolina. This award was established by the late 
E. T. George, Esq., a leading ruling elder of New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Mr. Hunter will serve the 
Grove Presbyterian Church of Dunn, North Caro- 
lina, upon graduation. 

The William Monroe Wicker Award was given 
to H. McKennie Goodpasture, a member of the 
Senior Class from Franklin, Tennessee. The Wicker 
Award is given annually to the student “whose 
fidelity to duty, love of others, and devotion to 
Jesus Christ are an abiding inspiration,” and is 
made possible by the Young Men’s Bible Class of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Mr. Goodpasture will serve as Assistant 
to the President at the Seminary upon graduation. 


The Henry W. McLoughlin Rural Church 
Award by the New Providence Church was given 
to Alvis M. Daniel, a member of the Senior Class 
from Reidsville, North Carolina. This award is 
given to the student who has shown marked interest 
in and aptitude for the rural church ministry. The 
award was established in 1953 by the congregation 
of the New Providence Presbyterian Church, 
Virginia. Mr. Daniel will serve the Wildwood 
Presbyterian Church, Wildwood, North Carolina, 


upon graduation. 


H. McKennie Goodpasture a member of the 
graduating class, has accepted a call as Assistant 
to the President of the Seminary. Mr. Goodpasture 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Goodpasture 
of Franklin and Nashville, Tennessee. He was 
graduated in 1951 from Davidson College where 
he was a member of ODK leadership fraternity. 
Mr. Goodpasture is an outstanding student and 
campus leader. He served as a member of the Stu- 
dent Council and as chairman of the Fellowship 
Committee while at the Seminary. 

Mr. Goodpasture will assume the duties of his 
office on July 1, 1955. In addition to his admin- 
istrative work, he will be responsible for the Sem- 
inary’s program of recruiting men for the ministry. 
He succeeds the Reverend Archie G. McKee who 
has accepted a call to become pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Lenoir, North Carolina. 

The Campbell Scholarship was awarded to 
James A. Payne, Jr., of Winchester Presbytery, a 
member of the Middle Class. 

Seven students were named to the Mattie 
Glover Hocker Memorial Scholarships. This 


scholarship was established by a bequest from the 
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estate of Mattie Glover Hocker and a gift from 
her brother, Mr. Joseph Glover of Roanoke, Vir- 
ginia. Scholarships in this foundation are awarded 
to able men preparing for the Gospel ministry 


- with the expectation that there will be at least 


one Mattie Glover Hocker Scholar graduating 
from the Seminary each commencement. This year 
students receiving these scholarships are: Seniors - 
Robert C. Gay, Jacksonville, Florida; Robert §. 
Hawks, Pulaski, Virginia; Robert E. Merrell, 
Leesburg, Florida; Middlers - M. Stanyarne Bell, 
Greenwood, South Carolina; J. Edwin Stanficld, 
Hot Springs, Arkansas; Wayne P. Todd, Miami, 
Florida; Junior - John W. Dozier, Macon, Ga. 


The Baccalaureate sermon, “From Doctrine to 
Life,” was preached at 11:00 A. M. on Sunday, 
May 22, in Schauffler Hall, by the Reverend 
Patrick Dwight Miller, D.D., Executive Secre- 
tary, Board of Church Extension, Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, Atlanta, Georgia. 





SPRING MEETING OF KINGS 
MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERY 
MAY 17, 1955 


The Presbytery of Kings Mountain met in its 
regular May meeting on Tuesday, May 17, at Hid- 
den Valley. The retiring moderator, Hugh M. 
Arrowood brought a message on Practical Chris- 
tianity using for his Scripture the 4th chapter of 
II Corinthians. 


Reverend W. Hoyt Pruitt of Spindale was 
elected Permanent Clerk to replace Reverend Fred 
McAlister who recently removed from the Pres- 
bytery to take up work in Atlanta Presbytery. 


Reverend A. R. Craig of Rutherfordton was 
elected Moderator for this session of the meeting 
of presbytery. 


A committee on divorce and re-marriage was 
elected by the presbytery, to advise with ministers 
and couples in this connection and to draw up 
rules for a continuing committee of this nature 
in the presbytery. Those named on the committee 
are Rev. D. O. McInnis, Rev. R. T. Baker and 
Elder Hugh M. Arrowood. . 

A call from the Armstrong Memorial Church 
was placed in the hands of the Reverend Park H. 
Moore. Mr. Moore resigned as pastor of the Shiloh 
Church of Grover and accepted the call to Arm- 
strong Memorial. The date for his installation 
was set for July 3 at 8:00 P. M. with Reverend 
B. Hoyt Evans to preside and propound the con- 
stitutional questions, Reverend J. N. Brown to 
preach the sermon, Reverend J. Eade Anderson 
to charge the pastor, Dr. P. D. Patrick to charge 
the congregation with Elders C. L. Spencer of 
West Avenue Gastonia, and Robert Brandon of 
Robinson Memorial Gastonia to complete the 
commission. 
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Two candidates for the ministry were received 
by the Presbytery, Samuel C. Patterson of Cra- 
merron, N. C., and Robert Link of Rutherfordton. 


The amendments to the Book of Church Order 
which were before the presbytery at this meeting 
wer: all approved except No. 4. The proposed 
Chapter for the Book of Church order on “Director 
of Christian Education” was not approved and an 
overture in this connection was sent to the General 
Assembly as follows: 


“lings Mountain Presbytery overtures the Gen- 
eral Assembly to restudy the proposed amendment 
to tle Book of Church Order entitled “The Di- 


rector of Christian Education.’ 


“Our primary objection to the proposed amend- 
ment lies in our belief that the proposal sets up 
a graduated scale of ‘orders’ and therein is out of 
accord with the doctrine of vocation and order 
now expressed in the Book of Church order. The 
Book of Church order now sets minimum educa- 
tional standards for ordination, requiring exam- 
ination by presbytery and a call to a work. But 
no graduated scales of orders within the order 
of Teaching Elder is recognized. We believe the 
same concept of vocation should find expression 
with regard to the Director of Christian Educa- 
tion. 


Thirty-two ruling elders and twenty-six min- 
isters were present. 


The commission on the Minister and His 
Work made report of findings in connection with 
a study of ministers’ salaries in the presbytery as 
requested by the Presbytery Council. In the report 
all churches were urged to bring their ministers 
to the minimum of thirty-six hundred dollars a 
year and a manse. Letters are to be sent to all 
churches by the Stated Clerk of the Presbytery in 
this connection and the Commission was instructed 
to advise with churches not coming up to this 
minimum salary requirement. 


The camp dates for the presbytery were given. 
All camps are to be held at Hidden Valley. The 
Junior Camp June 13-18; Senior Camp, June 
20-25; First Pioneer camp June 27-July 2; and 
Second Pioneer Camp July 18-23. 


The meeting adjourned to meet in the Shiloh 
Presbyterian Church of Grover, N. C., on Septem- 
ber 20, 1955, at 9:30 A. M. The Shiloh Church 
is celebrating the 175th anniversary of the Or- 
ganization of the Church this year and extended 
4 most cordial invitation to the presbytery. 





North Carolina Synod 


The 142nd Annual Sessions of the Synod of 
North Carolina will be held at Barium Springs 
Orphanage, Barium Springs, North Carolina, July 
12-14, 1955. The most important matter to come 
before the Synod will be the report of the Synod’s 
Committee on Educational Institutions which will 
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embody the report and recommendations of the 

Educational Institutions Survey, climaxing a two- 

year study of the institutions of Synod under a 
Ford Foundation grant of $50,000. 

Harold J. Dudley 

Stated Clerk 





Funeral Service For 


Mr. W. W. McCutchen 


Wisacky, $. C. — Funeral service was held here 
May 12 for W. W. McCutchen, who died at 
his home, Wednesday, May 11. 


Mr. McCutchen, senior elder at Wisacky’s Mt. 
Zion Presbyterian Church, had been a member 
of Mt. Zion for over fifty years and had served 
as an elder there since 1914. He was a farmer by 
profession. 


Survivors include his wife; a daughter, Miss 
Janie McCutchen, Director of Christian Growth 
Department, Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta, 
Ga.; a son, W. B. McCutchen of Wisacky; two 
sisters, Mrs. Betty Wherry, who lives near Ches- 
ter, §. C., and Miss Edna McCutchen, a teacher 
at Bishopville, S. C. Also surviving are several 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 


Funeral service was held at Mt. Zion Church, 
and burial was in the church cemetery. The Rev. 
W. L. Newman, pastor of Mt. Zion, and the Rev. 
Ralph McCaskill, former pastor, and now assistant 
to the president of Thornwell Orphanage at Clin- 
ton, S. C., conducted the service. 





OUR MISSIONARIES RETURNING 
TO THE FIELD 


Nashville, Tenn. — Eleven missionaries for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., who have been on 
furlough in this country for the past year, will be 
returning to their posts in the Belgian Congo within 
the next two months. 


Of these, four are medical missionaries, two 
industrial missionaries, and the rest evangelistic. 


First to sail will be Mr. and Mrs. William F. 
Stockwell, leaving this country June 18. Mr. 
Stockwell is an industrial missionary in charge 
of building and maintaining Mutoto Station mission 
property, including water and electric systems, 
trucks, and cars. Mrs. Stockwell, as an evange- 
listic worker, supervises work both in the Girls’ 
Schools and in the Women’s Bible School. 


On July 2, Mr. and Mrs. William J. Anderson, 
and Dr. Gladys Smithwick will sail for the Congo. 
Dr. Smithwick, who has been studying in the 
School of Tropical Medicine at Tulane, will re- 
ceive a master’s degree in June before returning. 
She is the only Presbyterian woman doctor in the 
Congo, and has been in that country since 1949, 
after serving five and a half years in the Church’s 
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Chinese mission field. She is a native of Warren 
County, N. C., and a graduate of the Medical Col- 
lege of Virginia. The Andersons, from Lulua- 
bourg Station, have been making their home while 
on furlough, at Mission Haven, Decatur, Ga. 
He is an industrial missionary, concerned with 
building and maintenance and teaching of these 
skills. Four days later, four others will leave 
this country. These are Dr. and Mrs. John Knox 
Miller of Lubondai Station, and the Rev. and 
Mrs. Day Carper of Bibanga Station. Dr. Miller, 
a native of the Congo, son of the Rev. and Mrs. 
A. Hoyt Miller, is a graduate of Tulane Medical 
School. His wife is also a missionary child, having 
been born in China, the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
James N. Montgomery who are now serving in 
Formosa. She is a medical technologist, and has 
been working with her husband in the Congo for 
the last four years, where Dr. Miller is working 
in the newly established School for Medical As- 
sistants at Lubondai. 


The Carpers have also been passing their fur- 
lough in Mission Haven. Mr. Carper has been 
carrying on evangelistic work in the Congo since 
1940, and is a native of Lewisburg, W. Va. Mrs. 
Carper, the former Miss Blanche Wiggs, is a reg- 
istered nurse and has worked in the hospitals of 
Mutoto and Bibanga for over three years. She has 
also helped in training medical students both for 
medical work and personal evangelism. 


On July 18, Rev. and Mrs. William H. Crane 
will begin their return trip to the Congo. Mr. 
Crane is a native of the Congo, where his parents 
were also missionaries. He is a graduate of David- 
son College and Union Seminary of Richmond. 
Mrs. Crane, the daughter of Congo missionaries, 
is the former Miss Anne Boyd Cleveland. 


Women’s Work 





Annual Woman’s Training School 


Appalachia Synod 


Bristol, —Tenn. — Six credit courses counting 
toward a certificate or a diploma, will be offered 
at the seventh annual Women’s Training School 
of Appalachia Synodical, to be held June 13-18, 
at King College. Announcement of the courses and 
plans for the School were made by Mrs. R. A. 
Dobyns, President of the Women of Appalachia 
and Dean of the seventh annual School. 


Courses available will meet the needs of all 
Women of the Church, but officers and leaders in 
local women’s work are especially urged to attend 
the School. Registration cards are secured through 
local presidents. 


In conjunction with the School, the annual meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church, Appalachia 
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Synod, will be held Thursday and Friday, June 
16 and 17. 


Credit courses to be offered for the 1955 school 
and the leaders include: The Book of Roraans: 
Dr. R. E. McClure, Executive Secretary of Ashe- 
ville Presbytery, Asheville, N. C.; The Home and 
The Church Working Together: Dr. M. O. Som- 
mers, pastor, First Church, Kingsport, Tenn.: Or. 
ganization and Program of Women of the Church: 
Mrs. J. G. Walker, member, Board of Wo:aen’s 
Work, Forest City, N. C. Mrs. Walker wil! also 
conduct a workshop for Presbyterial and Synidical 
officers and chairmen. Worship: Miss Bess:e C, 
Lewis, Board of Christian Education, Richmond, 
Va.; Christian Witnessing: Mrs. Leighton M., 
McCutchen, Associate Educational Secretary, 
Board of World Missions, Nashville, Tenn; 
World Missions: Miss Claire Randall, Assistant 
to Educational Secretary, Board of World Mis- 
sions, Nashville, Tenn.; and Living The Life of 
Love (non-credit course): taught by Mrs. D. R, 
Freeman, past president of the Women of Knox- 
ville Presbytery, Concord, Tenn. 


; — BOOKS — | 


THe CurisTIAN SctieNcE Mytu. Walter R. 
Martin and Norman H. Klann. Biblical Truth 
Publishing Society, Inc. $3.00. 


With a great deal of research the entire doctrine 
of Christian Science is thoroughly discussed and 
exposed in the pages of this book. A survey of 
the life of its founder, Mary Baker Eddy and 
frequent quotations from her writings and those 
of other Christian Scientists are laid parallel to 
the life of Jesus Christ and the words of the Holy 
Scripture. In the light of the compiled informa- 
tion, the whole cult and its doctrines are exploded 
as false. 








Rutnu. J. Vernon McGee. Van Kampen Press, 
$2.00. 

The author shows the relation of the book of 
Ruth to the subject of redemption. Redemption is 
told in the language of romance in this story of 
Ruth. The terms of the market place, the clink 
of silver on the counter and the shop talk of buying 
and selling are entirely omitted from its simple 
pages. The language of life, love and light is 
spoken. This is the language understood by simple 
and sinful folk. There is much help here for 
growth in the Christian life. The reader will realize 
anew the warmth and reality of God’s love for him. 





ADVENTURES IN TRANQUILITY. A. and E. Wat- 
son. Philosophical Library. $2.75. 

The core of this book is a talk on the philosophy 
of cheerfulness. The reader is pointed to the inner 
realities that make for goodness and gladness. Each 
chapter is an attempt to rediscover and re-evaluate 
the secret of happy wisdom. 
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